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Dear Colleagues 

 

Welcome to the latest edition of Plexus which provides information about the IFAA 

and news from member societies. The article from our President encourages us to 

consider the benefits of interdisciplinary research and we welcome your thoughts on 

this topic. This edition also includes news of upcoming conferences so that you can 

begin to plan your trips for 2018 and 2019. 

 

Thank you to all of you who took part in the survey about Plexus and IFAA 

communication more widely. We have included a preliminary summary of some of 

the data and are currently analysing the free text data in the survey. A full report 

will be discussed by the IFAA Executive when we meet in Cordoba, Argentina, in 

September 2017 and we hope to include this and any decisions that are made in the 

light of the discussion of the report in the next edition of Plexus. The survey did 

result in some Anatomists volunteering to write for Plexus and we have included 

articles from Dr Daniele Gibelli and Professor Jan Smit – thank you both! A common 

theme in the comments received was that people liked and wanted to receive more 

news about member societies. So please help us by sending us news and photos of 

your association. 

 

Best wishes, 

Helen Nicholson 
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News from the President 
 

Inter-disciplinary Anatomy Research 

The wonderfully wide scope of anatomy – a world of interdisciplinary research 

awaits us. 

I have always wondered at the hugely varied nature of anatomy. We generally 

apply the term “anatomy” to describe all the fascinating facets of the 

discipline, yet rarely stop and marvel at the breadth and depth of this subject. To some 

“anatomy” is the study of morphological anatomy, to others it is microarchitecture or 

histology or even development, yet its range goes even far beyond that.  I recently 

presented a paper at a local Congress. The subject of the research that I presented, covered 

histology, oral biology and developmental biology.  As I looked around the venue, I was sad 

to see that only cell biologists and histologists were in the audience. The morphological 

anatomists were in a separate venue.  Similarly, when I later attended a morphological 

anatomy session, there were no other researchers from the areas of histologist/cell 

biologist/developmental biologist present in the session. Obviously the numbers of delegates 

at Congresses are influencing the separation of the discipline into its component parts in 

order to accommodate all presenters. This made me reflect about how much richer our 

research, our discipline, could be if all  “types” of anatomists could again attend the same 

Congress sessions. Imagine the extension of ideas if morphologists and cell biologists 

worked together and shared information. Similarly, the wonderful interdisciplinary 

interactions which could result in combining developmental biologists on projects in human 

variation, or cell biologists in anthropological projects. While some of this interdisciplinary 

interaction is taking place in anatomy and in some departments, I wonder whether we are 

doing enough to enhance our research and teaching through interdisciplinary research or 

even multidisciplinary research. Multidisciplinary research has become sought after in many 

areas of medicine where for example, social scientists are working together with biologists 

on projects of major import. I would love to hear from anatomists, who undertake 

interdisciplinary research and how this kind of research has added value to their findings. 

Perhaps we could use the platform of Plexus to garner information on this topic from our 

readers?  

I look forward to hearing about your interdisciplinary research! 

With warm anatomical greetings, 

Bev Kramer 
President: IFAA 

Beverley.kramer@wits.ac.za 

 

mailto:Beverley.kramer@wits.ac.za
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News from the IFAA Executive: Item for the Attention 
of Member Societies 
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News from Plexus:  
Preliminary data from the Plexus survey 
A big thank you to all of you who took part in the survey to gain feedback on how 

we might enhance communications between Anatomists and the IFAA. In total, we 

have received 157 responses and, as you can see below, the largest number of 

responses were from members of Anatomische Gesellschaft. We have provided 

below some preliminary data from the survey. We are currently analysing all the free 

text responses. We plan to discuss these at the next IFAA Executive meeting in 

September and then provide a detailed report including decisions that result from 

the discussion of the report in the next edition of Plexus. 

Helen Nicholson 

Editor: Plexus 

Which anatomical society (primary) do you 
belong to? 

 
153 responses 

 
54.2% Germany – Anatomische Gesellschaft 
16.3% Italy – Italian Society of Anatomy 
 
 
 
 
 
What would be your preferred method of receiving information about the IFAA and 
anatomical issues? 
 
155 responses 
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How much of Plexus do you normally read? 
154 responses 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How often would you like to receive Plexus? 
132 responses 

 
 
Which age band do you belong too? 
154 responses 
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We want your feedback, comment and contributions! 
CORE SYLLABUS SURVEY  
The IFAA, through its Federative International Programme for Anatomical Education 
(FIPAE), is in the process for developing core syllabuses for teaching anatomy in 
medicine and allied health programs. This project is being steered by Professor 
Bernard Moxham, the Immediate Past President of the IFAA, and Associate Professor 
Nalini Pather. 
  
The process for the development of these syllabuses is outlined in the paper 
published in Anatomical Sciences Education (Moxham et al., 2014, Anatomical 
Sciences Education).   
 
Below is a list of the core syllabuses that have already been published.   We invite 
you to review the proposed core syllabuses already published, and to provide us 
with feedback for each of the syllabuses by completing this short  Survey Form.  If 
you have any queries regarding this, please email Nalini Pather 
(n.pather@unsw.edu.au). 
  
PUBLISHED SYLLABUSES FOR COMMENT  
Medicine: 
1. Head and Neck: Tubbs et al., 2014, Clinical Anatomy 
2. Neuroanatomy: Moxham et al., 2015, Clinical Anatomy 
 
The IFAA would be glad to receive formal responses from member 
associations/societies (perhaps through their educational committees), as well as 
from individual anatomists, educationalists and clinicians. 
 
SYLLABUSES IN DEVELOPMENT  
Syllabuses that are currently under development include a Syllabus for histology, 
thoracic, musculoskeletal and abdominal anatomy for medicine and a complete 
anatomy syllabus for Chiropractic. 
 

Bernard Moxham 
Emeritus Professor of Anatomy, Cardiff University 

Immediate Past President of the IFAA 
Nalini Pather 

Associate Professor, Medical Sciences,  
UNSW Sydney 

 

http://www.ifaa.net/images/data/Moxham_et_al-2014-Anatomical_Sciences_Education.pdf
http://www.ifaa.net/images/data/Moxham_et_al-2014-Anatomical_Sciences_Education.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/8NT3L6F
mailto:n.pather@unsw.edu.au
http://www.ifaa.net/images/data/Tubbs_et_al-2014-Clinical_Anatomy.pdf
http://www.ifaa.net/images/data/Moxham_et_al-2015-Clinical_Anatomy.pdf
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PhD in Integrative Biomedical Research: an opportunity of research in 

human morphology 

The call for the 2017/2020 cycle of the PhD course in Integrative Biomedical 

Research has been published: this PhD course covers different fields of research, 

from human anatomy to sports science, passing through applied biology, and 

focuses on quantitative and functional characteristics of the body at every level of 

complexity, from cells, tissues, organs up to the entire organism and its interaction 

with the environment, with applications in the biomedical field.  

Eight PhD students will receive a 3-y scholarship as well as a small research fund to 

work in one of the proposed topics. Among the others, one topic is the 3D analysis 

of craniofacial structures, focusing on possible markers of genetic and syndromic 

pathologies, ethnic differences, symmetry, facial mimicry, with applications in clinical 

medicine (early diagnosis of pathological conditions), plastic and aesthetic surgery, 

orthodontics. Another important topic is the assessment of movement and motory 

control, with strong applications in sport medicine and post-surgical rehabilititative 

procedures. 

The PhD course in Integrative Biomedical Research represents an important 

opportunity of training in morphological studies through a multidisciplinary approach 

and is a unique manner for improving the skills in the management and elaboration 

of research in different fields of morphological sciences. 

The complete version of the call and further details about eligible curricula and 

didactic activities are available on the website 

http://www.unimi.it/ricerca/dottorati/111216.htm  (Italian version) and 

http://www.unimi.it/ENG/courses/111279.htm (English version). Deadline for 

proposals is September the 4th 2017. 

Daniele Gibelli, MD, PhD 

Department of Biomedical Sciences for Health 

Università degli Studi di Milano 

 

 

http://www.unimi.it/ricerca/dottorati/111216.htm
http://www.unimi.it/ENG/courses/111279.htm


  

 12 

The work-related learning period for high school students: an opportunity 

for anatomical training and research 

In different countries the recruitment of new visitors and university students within 

the sections of anatomy represents a serious issue, because of the lack of training 

schools and the limited diffusion of the anatomical knowledge and research, which 

contributes in determining the 

erroneous conviction that anatomy is 

merely a theoretical discipline. The 

anatomical education should start 

from the school students in order to 

improve their awareness towards 

anatomical research. 

In Italy a work-related learning 

experience was established as 

mandatory for every student during 

the last three years of high school/ 

pre-university education (law 107/2015): this type of activity must include a total of 

400 hours for technical institutes and 200 for high schools. The work-related period 

can be performed within private factories or companies, as well as in public 

associations and university institutions, and provides an important chance of growth 

for students who may face the challenges and issues concerning the world of work. 

In the academic year 2017/2018 the new learning experience will include a million 

and a half of students (http://www.istruzione.it/alternanza/cosa_alternanza.shtml). 

Since 2015 the Department of Biomedical Sciences for Health, University of Milan, 

has given the opportunity to more than 20 high school students per year to be 

involved in different fields of research, from the assessment of facial morphology to 

the analysis of anatomical variants and the innovative 3D segmentation of volumes 

from CT-scan, and to live side by side with researchers and PhD students. In this 

way the students can be rendered more aware about the importance of anatomical 

study in every field of biological research and to acquire the basis of scientific 

methodology.  

http://www.istruzione.it/alternanza/cosa_alternanza.shtml
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The development of work-related training experience represents a unique event in 

Europe and is still limited in other countries: however, it may represent a valid 

method for improving the knowledge of anatomy and results of anatomical research 

within the school students.   

 

Daniele Gibelli, Claudia Dolci, Valentina Pucciarelli, Virgilio F Ferrario, Chiarella Sforza 

Department of Biomedical Sciences for Health 

Università degli Studi di Milano 

 

The Institute of Anatomical Sciences 

Taken from the IAS brochure: “The IAS is a growing group of International 

professionals dedicated to sharing knowledge, techniques and practices to ensure 

informed intellectual and technical expertise in the Anatomical Sciences”. 

Where and when did it all started? On the 16
th
December 1981 a group of people 

came together at St. Mary’s Hospital Medical School in London. The Inspector of 

Anatomy in those years for the London area was Dr. Harvey Andrew. He, and the 

London Committee of Licenced Teachers in Anatomy, organised seminars for 

technical and administrative staff working in Anatomy departments in and around 

the London area. This was done to address mutual problems and to train technical 

staff on an informal basis. In April 1983 Dr. Andrew and the Committee felt that the 

group was now strong enough to operate on their own! That was the beginning of 

the establishment of the Institute of Anatomical Sciences in England! 

In the late 1990’s, it became evident to the IAS group that technical staff in 

Anatomy, Pathology and other associated disciplines, did not have the opportunity or 

the facilities to study for a recognised qualification which will be directly related to 

their day to day professional duties. This was the beginning of the Diploma 

qualification through the IAS. It was initially based on the in-house training of 

technical staff that was done at Bristol University, but has since developed as a 

recognised qualification not only in the UK but also Internationally.  
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Currently four different qualifications are on offer through the IAS: 

• CATS = Certificate in Anatomical Technology and Science 

• DATS = Diploma in Anatomical Technology and Science 

• DATS-AD = Advanced Diploma 

• DATS-AE = Diploma via Accumulated Experience. 

These courses can be done over several years and the modular design allow you to 

fit it in with your current full time employment. The modules are assessed 

throughout the course by an Education committee and a final viva is conducted with 

completion of the final submission. 

Electronic application forms, instructions and handbooks on the courses, can be 

found on the IAS website. 

At the moment, the IAS membership is around 150 active members from all over the 

world. About 60% of the members are academics working in hospitals, Medical 

Schools, Pathology laboratories and Veterinary Schools.  

 They have two Scientific meetings annually and a very active Council that meets on 

a regular basis to manage the running of the Institute! This year the Spring meeting 

was held at the Magdalene College of Cambridge University on the 10th and the 11th 

of April. The Autumn meeting will be at the Flame Laboratory at the University 

College Cork in the Republic of Ireland on the 31st August and the 1st of September 

2017. Details and registration links can be found on the website.  

In the whole of Europe, and more so in the UK, Anatomy and Pathology museums 

are closing down because of cost saving exercises by University Management teams. 

The IAS soon realized that these specimens will never be replaced if they become 

redundant and are done away with. This often meant a loss of centuries of artwork, 

which were meticulously dissected and collected for teaching purposes and which 

will now be lost forever! In 2004 an interest group of members of the IAS came 

together and decided to establish the “Potting reclamation scheme”. These 

redundant (and often much neglected!) specimens were rescued and transported to 

various sites of member institutions that were available and willing to help with the 

storage at no cost. The whole idea behind the scheme was to preserve, restore and 

catalogue these specimens, and then make them available to new (and sometimes 
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established!) Departments, for teaching purposes as and when required. At the 

moment the Institute have more than 10000 specimens in storage and are 

dependent on only voluntary restoration efforts. 

I am writing this report from Windhoek in Namibia where I am employed since 2015. 

I made use of this golden opportunity to obtain just over a thousand specimens 

from the IAS for our “new” Anatomy Resources Centre here at the Medical School. 

The specimens were obtained from the Langford storage site at Bristol University 

and shipped to Namibia at the end of 2016! We have restored about one third of the 

collection which are already in use in the Resource Centre. The rest is still in storage 

and will be restored over time.     

   

Thanks to the IAS these specimens will serve as a valuable teaching tool to the new 

generation of Medical students that are trained in Namibia! 

Prof. Jan H T Smit 

Department of Anatomy 

Windhoek, Namibia 
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BOOK NEWS: Commemorations and Memorials: Exploring the Human Face 

of Anatomy. Edited by Goran Strkalj and Nalini Pather 

A major component of many modern human anatomy 

programs is commemorating people who have 

donated their body for education and research. In 

addition, some institutions have also organised 

memorial places to honour the body donors. This book 

is an edited volume which explores the phenomena of 

commemorations and memorials in anatomy. It 

includes both descriptive papers focusing on the 

content of the ceremonies and theoretical papers 

contextualizing and examining these within the 

broader ethical, scientific, medical and educational 

frameworks. Building up on the idea of a community of practice, the main objective 

of the volume is to enhance the exchange of ideas and sharing of experiences. The 

concepts of "commemoration" and "memorial" in anatomy programs are presented 

as emerging. They are seen as phenomena that will continue to evolve and ramify 

within different cultural and educational contexts, and this volume is expected to 

facilitate these processes. Indeed, meager literature on the topic indicates 

potentially enormous practical value in sharing and combining practices from 

different cultural and teaching/research traditions. 

Book Contents: 

• Preface: (Wojciech Pawlina)  

• Introduction: Commemorations and Memorials in Anatomy (Goran Štrkalj & Nalini 

Pather) 

• Bioethical Aspects of Commemorations and Memorials (D Gareth Jones) 

• Human Flourishing: Implications for Medicine, Education and Commemoration 

(John McClean) 

• The Lack of Memorial Services in For-Profit and Non-Profit Willed Body 

Companies in the United 
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• States (Thomas H Champney) 

• Remembering the Victims of Abusive Practices in Anatomy: The Example of Nazi 

Germany (Sabine 

• Hildebrandt) 

• Complexities and Remedies of Unknown-Provenance Osteology (Carl N Stephan, 

Jodi M Caple, Andrew 

• Veprek, Emma Sievwright, Vaughan Kippers, Steve Moss and Wesley Fisk) 

• The Curriculum of Compassion: Connecting Students with Donor Families (Ernest 

F Talarico, Jr) 

• Commemoration Practices at Otago: Experiences from a Bicultural Society 

(Natasha AMS Flack, Kathryn 

• McClea and Helen D Nicholson) 

• Commemorations and Memorials in Anatomy: Tribute to the Donors and the 

Indigent Givers (Beverley 

• Kramer and Graham J Louw) 

• Commemorations and Memorials in Chinese Body Donation Programs (Luqing 

Zhang and Jiong Ding) 

• The Ceremony to Honor the Body Donor as Part of an Anatomy Outreach 

Program in Brazil (Andréa Oxley 

• Da Rocha, João Antônio Bonatto-Costa, Júlia Pedron, Maria Paula Oliveira de 

Moraes and Deivis De 

• Campos) 

• A Moment of Hope: Thanksgiving Services for Families of Donors (Nalini Pather 

and Ken Ashwell) 

• Anatomy Commemorations on YouTube: A Review (Yousef AbouHashem, 

Benjamin T Brown and Goran 

• Štrkalj) 

• Concluding Remarks: Where to from here? (Nalini Pather & Goran Štrkalj) 
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Report of the 45th Annual Conference of the Anatomical Society of Southern 
Africa (ASSA) 

The 45th annual 

conference of the 

Anatomical Society of 

Southern Africa was 

hosted by the Department 

of Human Biology of the 

University of Cape Town 

(UCT) at Club Mykonos, 

Langebaan, West Coast, 

Cape Town in April, 2017 

 
 

The local beach at Club Mykonos, Langebaan, South Africa 

 

Several workshops were run before the official opening of the conference. Some 

were held at UCT and others out at Club Mykonos. Each was hosted by the relevant 

Interest Group and these were as follows: Biological and Forensic Anthropology 

(stakeholders in finding human skeletal remains), Cell Biology, Technical workshop 

(alternative chemical formula for embalming, restoration of bottled specimens, 3D 

printing and virtual reality in Anatomy teaching) and Clinical Anatomy (embryological 

development of the cardiovascular system, anomalies of the heart, radiographic 

diagnosis of congenital anomalies of the heart based on pathophysiology). 

 

Technical workshops: 

Removal of brains from 

cranial cavity and a 

demonstration of virtual 

reality in Anatomy 

teaching 

 

The evening before the official opening of the conference, we were treated to a 

most informative review of the changing roles of women in Science in South Africa 
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and the influences of socio-political events during the previous century on research 

and advancements in Science. This excellent address was delivered by Professor 

John Soley, one of our Honoured Members. 

The three-day conference commenced with a keynote address by Dr Carlos 

Machado, which was his last time interacting with us before he headed off home. 

We trust that our time spent together will be repeated in the future, as we all 

benefitted so much from his input and 

we all felt so uplifted.  

Carlos Machado in action 

The remainder of the scientific and 

poster sessions were clustered into 

themes and we accommodated one of 

the fullest academic programmes in 

recent times at a meeting of ASSA. 

Delegates to this conference came from tertiary institutions across South Africa, and 

we were delighted to host guests from other African countries, the UK, and Turkey. 

The programme comprised a total of 77 oral presentations and 38 posters, with an 

overall cohort of approximately 130 delegates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Group 

photograph of all delegates who attended the Conference at Club Mykonos 
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Recipient of the ASSA Distinguished Member Award: Prof. MR Haffajee 

A very important annual event is the 

announcement of the award for the 

Honoured Member, and this year it went 

to Prof Mohamed Rashid (MR) Haffajee. 

MR was acknowledged as an honorary 

member of ASSA due to his longstanding 

dedication and commitment to the Society 

and Anatomy, in general. He has been a 

medically qualified clinical anatomist and 

academic at the University of KwaZulu-

Natal since 1990. He has an exemplary 

research track record in various areas of clinically applied anatomy and is an 

experienced supervisor at various postgraduate levels. He has been a member of 

Council of ASSA since 1998 and has played an important role in the Clinical Anatomy 

Research Interest Group (CAIG) both in organising them and participating in them. 

MR is a member of several local and international academic and professional 

associations. He has been teaching at both U/G and P/G levels for many years, is 

actively involved in research projects and has published extensively. 

 

 

ASSA Conference Presentation Awards 2017 

The delegates who were awarded prizes for their presentations are as follows: 

Antoinette Kotze prize (award for best first time oral presentation): Vaughan Perry 

(University of the Witwatersrand); Bob Symington prize (award for best young oral 

presentation): Tobias Houlton (University of the Witwatersrand); Willie Vorster prize 

(award for best overall poster presentation by a first-time presenter): Chandra 

Longden-Thurgood (University of Cape Town); SV Naidoo prize (award for best 

overall poster presentation): Okobi Ekpo (University of the Western Cape) and 

Hanno Boon prize (award for best medical education oral presentation): Carol 

Hartmann (University of the Witwatersrand).  The Technical prize (award for best 
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technical presentation): Gerda Venter (University of Pretoria) & Coen Nienaber 

(University of Pretoria). 

Professor Maryna Steyn (President of ASSA) awards the prize to Vaughan Perry, Tobias Houlton, 

Chandra Longden-Thurgood, Okobi Ekpo, Carol Hartmann and Gerda Venter and Coen Nienaber 

 

Other activities at ASSA conference 2017: 

 

Other activities that were so enjoyed by the delegates included a workshop on adult 

colouring-in, in which Carlos Machado played an impromptu guiding role, a treasure 

hunt around Club Mykonos that ended on the beach, an evening of karaoke that was 

open to the general public as well, and the conference dinner which was held at a 

local restaurant with a marine theme for the evening.  
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This 45th Annual Conference was a great success, based on feedback received by the 

Organising Committee. This was in no small part due to the wonderful location and  

the sense of freedom and relaxation that are coupled with spending time at the 

coast. I thank the members of the Organising Committee for their assistance in 

arranging this meeting, and to all the delegates who attended ASSA 2017. 

Graham Louw 

Chair: Organising Committee 

University of Cape Town 

 

A tribute to Professor Hertha de Villiers – a woman before her time 

The death of Professor Hertha de Villiers on May 31st 2017 heralded the end of an era for 

South African anatomy, physical anthropology and forensic science.  

Hertha de Villiers (born Graf) was an inspirational 

teacher and researcher in two of the University of 

the Witwatersrand’s Anatomy Departments. She 

was the premier authority in anthropology and 

forensic science in South Africa.  In addition, she 

was an internationally renowned anthropologist, 

whose deep interest in living people and 

interdisciplinary research resulted in the production 

of a statistical and genetics-based analysis of 

morphology, which had never before been 

accomplished. As Ronald Singer (1986)* stated: “ 

Hertha de Villiers stands out as one of the pioneers 

of objectivity, precision and due scientific process”.  

After completing her schooling at Loreto College, Cape Town, Hertha first came into 

contact with the study of Anatomy at the University of Cape Town during her 

undergraduate B.Sc degree (1945) which she achieved in the 1st Class.  In 1949 she 

became a Research Assistant in the Bilharzia Research Unit of the CSIR at the South African 

Institute for Medical Research.  

Following her appointment by Professor Raymond A. Dart as a technical assistant in the 

Department of Anatomy at the University of the Witwatersrand Medical School, a long and 
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happy period ensued. Hertha revered Raymond Dart and was dissuaded by him from 

undertaking a degree in Medicine. 

As a technician in the Department of Anatomy, she was involved in the making and 

painting of facial casts (the first on an expedition to Lake Chrissie where a small group of 

Bushman [San] lived). She also worked extensively on the skeletal collections in the Wits 

Department of Anatomy, which were initiated by Dart and subsequently carried his name.  

In 1954 Hertha published three articles on the facial features and aspects of the skull in the 

South African “Negro, Bushman, Hottentot and Eurafrican”.  These were accepted for a BSc 

Honours equivalent (Witwatersrand, 1955) and her appointment as a lecturer in 1956 

ensued. Hertha’s MSc followed in quick succession (Witwatersrand,1957).  Hertha was 

awarded a PhD in 1963 (Witwatersrand) for a thesis entitled: A biometrical and 

morphological study of the skull of the South African Bantu-speaking Negro.  The thesis 

was described by Dart as a “monumental task”. The meticulous study of the morphology of 

over 745 crania and 648 mandibles which resulted from this thesis, was published as a 

book by the University of the Witwatersrand Press in 1968.  The book was entitled “The 

Skull of the South African Negro”. It presented to anthropologists a seminal piece of work, 

which was not only highly cited and used at that time, but is still used today by scientists 

working in physical/forensic anthropology and on the morphology of the peoples of 

southern Africa.  

Early in her career, Hertha had become involved in the study of southern African population 

groups through the many field excursions in which she participated: the Nuffield-University 

of the Witwatersrand Expedition to the Kalahari and Okavango Swamp (Bushman/San) 

(1958) a Griqua Survey in 1971 and a study of Chinese Schoolchildren (1970-174). In 

addition, she worked on a number of archaeological sites, one of which was Border Cave 

(Ingwavuma). Some of these sites included human remains.  The latter kindled her interest 

in medicolegal work and introduced her to the field of forensic science. Today Professor 

Hertha de Villers is widely regarded as the mother of South African Forensic Science.  

In 1972, Hertha was appointed as Associate Professor in the Department of Anatomy. She 

subsequently (1974) left the Department of Anatomy at the Medical School and transferred 

to the Department of General Anatomy in the Wits Faculty of Dentistry where she remained 

until her early retirement in 1984.  

As an academic, Hertha was exceptional. She lectured medical, dental, allied health 

sciences students, Speech and Hearing students, students of Physical Education among 

others in anatomy, neuroanatomy, forensic anthropology, genetics and human biology and 

also supervised numerous postgraduate students. As an anthropologist she initiated the 
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study of forensic science in the Wits Department of Anatomy and often gave assistance to 

the police with the identification of human remains. 

Hertha de Villiers provided the University of the Witwatersrand with outstanding service for 

close on 33 years. In addition, with her strong background in anthropology and genetics 

she provided invaluable assistance to the Princess Alice Nursing Home in the placing of 

orphaned babies and children. 

Needless to say it was easy to become fascinated by Hertha…….and for good reason. She 

was an outstanding academic, exhorting her students to achieve excellence, engaging us in 

debate and extending our minds. She was highly intelligent, had a sharp mind, a sharp wit 

and stood her ground when being challenged either in thought or deed by some of the staff 

in the Department. She introduced her students to an array of international scientists 

undertaking research in many different fields and enjoyed the ensuing discussions and 

debates.  She had high standards and she instilled this in those of us she nurtured.  Not 

only was she a brilliant academic, she was a remarkable woman and a role model to many. 

Hertha de Villiers was a woman before her time, a strong woman, enlightened and 

enlightening, well travelled and worldly.  

Professor Hertha De Villiers is survived by her son, Dr Adrian de Villiers, a Wits trained 

medical practitioner and radiologist, her daughter-in-law Coleen and two grandsons. Her 

daughter, Phillipa de Villiers, is an accomplished journalist.  

* Variation, Culture and Evolution in African Populations. Editors Singer, R and Lundy JK. 

Witwatersrand University Press, Johannesburg,1986. Introduction. 

Professor Emeritus Beverley Kramer 
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ANZACA 2017: 4-6 December 2017 
 

 
 

University of 
Auckland  

Medical School  
(Grafton Campus) 

Auckland, New 
Zealand 
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Dear Colleagues and Friends 

We very glad preliminary announced, 10th International Symposium of Clinical 

and Applied Anatomy (ISCAA) will take place from 13th to 16th 

September 2018 in the Moscow, Russia. 

 

Our preliminary meeting e-mail dydykin_ss@mail.ru   

  

 

Prof. Dr. Lev L.  Kolesnikov M.D., Ph.D. 

President of the Symposium 

Academician of the Russian  Academy of Sciences 

Head Anatomy Dept. Moscow State University of Medicine and Dentistry 

Presidents of Scientific Medical Society of Anatomists, Histologists and 

Embryologists - SMSAHE 

Prof. Dr. Sergey S. Dydykin M.D., Ph.D. 

President of the Organizing Commitee 

  

 

mailto:dydykin_ss@mail.ru
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20-23 September 2017 
2nd International Congress of Clinical Anatomy 
Cordoba, Argentina 
 
4-6 December 2017 
ANZACA: Australian and New Zealand Association of Clinical Anatomists 
Auckland, New Zealand 
 
 

8-12 July 
AACA 
Atlanta, Georgia  
 
13-16 September 

ISCAA 
Moscow, Russia 
 
28-31 October 2018 
APICA 
Korea 
 

 
24-26 June 2019 
International Congress Of Anatomia Clinica 
Madrid, Spain 
 
September 2019 
XIX Congress of the IFAA 
London 
 

FICA 2021 
Antalya, Turkey  
 
IFAA 2021 
 

Please send in details of congresses related to the anatomical sciences for inclusion in the 
calendar 
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If you are the editor of a journal that does not appear in the list below, please emails us the journal details for inclusion in subsequent issues 

 

• Anatomy and Cell Biology 
Editor-in-Chief: In-Sun Park 
http://www.acbjournal.org 
 

• Anatomical Record 
Editor-in-Chief: Kurt Albertine 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1002/%28ISSN%291932-8494 

 

• Anatomical Sciences Education  
Editors-in-Chief: Richard L. Drake and Wojciech Pawlina  
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1002/%28ISSN%291935-9780 

 

• Annals of Anatomy 

Editor-in-Chief: Friedrich Paulsen 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/09409602 

 

• Argentine Journal of Clinical Anatomy 
Editor-in-Chief: Susana N. Biasutto  
 www.anatclinar.com.ar 
 

• Clinical Anatomy: 
Editor-in-Chief: R. Shane Tubbs 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1002/%28ISSN%291098-2353 
 

• Developmental Dynamics 
Editor-in-Chief: Parker B. Antin 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1002/%28ISSN%291097-0177 
 

• European Journal of Anatomy 
Editor-in-Chief: José Ramón Sañudo 
http://www.eurjanat.com/web/ 
 

• Journal of Anatomy 
Editors: Julia Clarke, Thomas Gillingwater, Anthony Graham, Stefan Milz 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1111/%28ISSN%291469-7580 
 

• Journal of Morphological Sciences 
Editor: Romeu Rodrigues de Souza 

http://jms.org.br/index.php 
 

• Surgical and Radiological Anatomy 
Editor-in-Chief: Fabrice Duparc 
http://link.springer.com/journal/volumesAndIssues/276 

http://www.acbjournal.org/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1002/%28ISSN%291932-8494
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1002/%28ISSN%291935-9780
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/09409602
http://www.anatclinar.com.ar/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1002/%28ISSN%291098-2353
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1002/%28ISSN%291097-0177
http://www.eurjanat.com/web/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1111/%28ISSN%291469-7580
http://jms.org.br/index.php
http://link.springer.com/journal/volumesAndIssues/276
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Plexus is intended for staff and student of all member Societies of the IFAA. 

 

Should you receive a copy, please distribute as widely as possible in order to inform all 
members of the evens and issues covered by the IFAA and its member Societies. 

 
Contributions will be gratefully accepted. Please submit all information by email to the Editors: 
 

 
 

Editor: Professor Helen Nicholson 
 

Professor of Anatomy 
Otago School of Medical Sciences Te Kura Whaiora o Otago University of Otago 

PO Box 913 
Dunedin, New Zealand 

Email: Helen.nicholson@otago.ac.nz 
 

 
 
 

Co-Editor: A/Professor Nalini Pather 
 

School of Medical Sciences,  
Medicine, UNSW Australia  

Sydney NSW 2052 Australia  
Phone: +61‐2 93858025 

Email: N.Pather@unsw.edu.au 

 
 
 
 

mailto:Helen.nicholson@otago.ac.nz
mailto:N.Pather@unsw.edu.au
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